Whitley County Board of Health
July 24, 2025
3rd Quarter Meeting Minutes

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Michael Mawhorter, DVM, Chairman; Robert Sausaman, R. Ph.; Grace Lotter MS; David Lieb, MD; Russell Gilliom, DDS; and Amy Sadler, MD 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Mark Burkett, DO Health Officer; April Waugh, RN; Scott Wagner, Heather Reid, RN; Danielle Henderson, Darcy Hoopingarner, NP, Ashlee Plew, American Heart Association, and Laura Weigold
CALL TO ORDER: Michael Mawhorter, Chairman of the Health Board called the meeting to order at 7:00 AM.
REVIEW OF MINUTES OF 3rd QUARTER 2025 BOARD MEETING: The minutes were approved as written with Amy Sadler approving them and Grace Lotter seconded the motion. The motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS
Health Board Members Reappointments:
[bookmark: _Hlk203550637]Motion was made by David Leib to reappoint Robert Sausaman and Grace Lotter as board members. The motion was seconded by Amy Sadler. Motion carried.
Health Officer Reappointment:
Motion was made by Russell Gilliom to reappoint Dr. Mark Burkett as Health Officer.  The motion was seconded by Robert Sausaman. Motion carried.
Scott reported that the 2026 budget has been approved as summited without staff raises.  The council will discuss employee rises at the September meeting.
 
REPORTS: 
Dr. Mark Burkett, Health Officer, thanked the board for reinstating him as Health Officer.  
Dr. Burkett reported that the staff has been very busy as they undertake new tasks to meet the HFI requirement. Dr. Burkett thanked Ashlee Plew, our American Heart Association intern, for all she has done to help Darcy with outreach.  He went on to inform the board that she has placed 10 Blood Pressure Stations within the community. Each station contains equipment for individuals to check their blood pressure along with information on dealing with the findings.  Dr. Burkett stated that Ashlee’s position will end in August, due to federal funding cut to the American Red Cross programing. Dr. Burkett stated that Darcy, Community Health Nurse, has developed another new program in partnership with BABE to meet the needs of postpartum mothers.  The support group has been titled “The Circle” and had their first meeting yesterday.

Heather Reid, RN, Public Health Nurse reported that during the Child Protection Teams last meeting they discussed the impact that the closing the CCUMC Child Care may have on the community.  They are concerned that leaves on three childcare facilities in the community and may cause an increase in cases. 
Russell Gilliom asked Heather what role the Health Department has in the prevention of animal bites as the numbers in her report are remaining high for dog bites.  Heather stated that our only role as a Health Department is to see that the dog is quarantined for the 10 days required and that the reports are filed with the state.  Prevention lies with the dog owner.

Traci Little, Environmental Food Safety Inspections Officer, was not in attendance.  Scott reported that she has wrapping up the Fair and Festival Season for another year.  This month was slow with regards to new business as we had only one ownership change. Traci will be starting the school food inspections next month. 

April Waugh, RN, Immunization Nurse, reported that they have concluded the back-to-school night vaccine clinics with all three school systems.  This year there will also be an event with BABE. April reported that we did two car seat fittings and replacements. One seat was replaced due to the child’s size and the other set was involved in a crash. Darcy and April will be holding two car seat events coming up. They will be providing a car seat check station at the Senior Centers Car show on August 9th, and they will be doing the Safety Fair with the City in September.  April also reported that we have taught 3 CPR classes to date.
Scott reported that April has received an award for the highest number of vaccines given in Northern Indiana. 

Scott Wagner, Environmental Health Specialist, reported that septic installation has been slow due to the weather. Scott has been reaching out to contractors and asking if they need inspection as a way or keeping them moving.  If the weather is good in October, he foresees that he will be very busy by the number of applications on file. 
Scott remains busy with HFI meetings.  He reported that we are no longer providing funding to either the Salvation Army or Bowen.  The Salvation Army has had changes   in programing and Bowen’s smoking sensation education can no longer be funded with HFI money under new legislation.  We will continue our HFI partnership relationships with, BABE, The Hope Center and the Whitey County Health Clinic next year. 
Scott reported that environmental complaints have slowed down.  He is still receiving mold and bug complaints.  The issue that we face there is that under state law there are no air quality standards for private homes.
Scott reported that Mike has completed his tattoo and lodging inspections. The pool at the Holiday Inn is now open but the pool at the Quality Inn remains closed. 

Danielle Henderson, Board Certified Lactation Consultant, reported that the first meeting of “The Circle” our new pre/ postpartum support group went very well. Those in attendance voted to meet twice a month. Danielle also reported that we had more human milk donations. This brings our total up to 10,698 ounces.  We also distributed 10 bottles of pasteurized human milk. Danielle attended the Maternal Mental Health Conference by Mission Motherhood in Fort Wayne in May. Danielle also attended the Postpartum Support International Perinatal Mood Disorders: Components of Care 2-day virtual training in June. 

Darcy Hoopingagner, Community Health Nurse, reported that a pre/postnatal support group called “The Circle” had is first meeting yesterday and went well. They had five mothers in attendance. The goal of the program is getting women connected with early prenatal care and connect postpartum women with support resources. 
Darcy also reported that the Honor Flight organization donated their old wheelchairs to the health department so that we can find them new homes.  We have already placed some of these in the schools and senior living facilities.  
Darcy has been working with BABE to put on a back-to-school night for the community and currently has 10 partners who are providing backpacks and/or school supplies as well as giveaways. The Women’s Wellness meetings are still going strong and next month Darcy has a pharmacist lined up to speak. 
Laura Weigold, Vital Records, Registrar reported that the number of deaths which occur in Whitey County are under the age of 75 continue to remain high.  The two suicides this quarter were individuals in the age range of mid-fifties and early sixties.  The statistics show that cancer among these deaths is still high but now the cancer type is showing up as a wide variety, where in the past it was primarily lung cancer that was most prevalent. 


Russell Gilliom spoke on his perspective of the dangers and side effects of the covid vaccine, and a possible cover-up by the federal government. Discussion amongst other board members continued as to whether this was the correct forum for perspectives versus facts established by published studies.
A motion was made by Amy Sadler to close the Whitley County Health Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Robert Sausamen. The motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENT: The next meeting will be held October 23, 2025, at 7:00AM in Room A&B of the County Government Center.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 AM
Laura Weigold, Secretary
Whitley County Health Department Board





