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extent of damage and estimated cost for restoration. The inspection revealed the upper section is in good condition,
however, the base of the tower between the roof and the louvered section needs extensive work. In conclusion, a total
restoration is needed and this requires an extensive amount of scaffolding. Due to the amount and size of pieces that have
already fallen off, immediate action should be considered. The two quotes for the restoration that Mark received were
from Atlas Building Services for $121,289.00 and Trisco Systems Inc. for $137,881.00. Commissioner Amber made a
favorable pass to Council to approve the Atlas Building Services bid for $121,289.00, seconded by Western and carried
with a 3/0 vote.

IN THE MATTER OF THE LUTHERAN EMS DISPATCHING: Sheriff Marcus Gatton stated to the citizens of
South Whitley that at this point, the Whitley County Sheriff’s Department is not able to dispatch Lutheran EMS Services.
Sheriff Gatton commended the South Whitley residents and the South Whitley Board for their efforts and persistence in
this matter. Sheriff Gatton stated to the Commissioners that the South Whitley residents and the South Whitley Board
have done everything the Commissioners requested, including giving presentations so he requested they make a motion to
approve the Sheriff’s Department dispatching the Lutheran EMS for South Whitley. Commissioner Amber made a motion
to allow the Sheriff to dispatch the Lutheran EMS just for South Whitley and the motion died for lack of a second.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CROY BROTHERS WELL ISSUE: Scott Wagner from the Health Department
reiterated the well issue that has been discussed at the last few Commissioner meetings for the Pyle residence in
Churubusco. Scott met with the Croy Brothers at the property and the distance to the sewer line and the existing pond area
does meet all of the requirements for State and County codes. Scott sent the Commissioners and the Croy Brothers a letter
in regard to a possible variance for them. If the Commissioners approve the variance, they will sign the covenant to
indemnify the Commissioners and the Health Department, as well as, have it recorded to their deed. Commissioner Amber
stated that builders in Whitley County need to know the ordinances and ensure that they know where the Health
Department marked the well. Commissioner Amber then made a motion to accept the variance and waive the violation
fee, seconded by Western and passed with a 3/0 vote.

IN THE MATTER OF THE 2018 SCHEDULES: Auditor Jana Schinbeckler presented the 2018 schedules to the
Commissioners. The schedules included the Commissioner/Council meeting schedule, the accounts payable schedule, the
payroll schedule and the holiday schedule. Commissioner Amber made a motion to approve the 2018 holiday schedule for
the 5/2 employees, seconded by Western and passed with a 3/0 vote. Commissioner Amber made a motion to approve the
Commissioner/Council meetings for 2018, seconded by Western and carried with a 3/0 vote. Commissioner Western
made a motion to approve the payroll and accounts payable schedules, seconded by Amber and passed with a 3/0 vote.

IN A MATTER OF MINUTES AND CLAIMS: The minutes from the August 21, 2017 regular meeting were reviewed.
Commissioner Western made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Amber and passed with a 3/0 vote. The
minutes from the Joint Executive Session for the Commissioners and Council on August 22, 2017 were reviewed.
Commissioner Amber made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Western and passed with a 3/0 vote. The
minutes from the August 30, 2017 special Commissioner meeting were reviewed. Commissioner Western made a motion
to approve the minutes, seconded by Schrumpf and passed with a 2/0 vote with Amber abstaining. The Commissioner’s
reviewed the payroll claims. Commissioner Western made a motion to approve the payroll claims, seconded by Amber
and passed with a 3/0 vote. The claim distributions from August 21, 2017 through September 5, 2017 were reviewed by
the Commissioners. A motion to approve the claims was made by Commissioner Western, seconded by Commissioner
Amber and passed with a 3/0 vote.

IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS: Commissioner Amber brought up his concern over the repairs that the
County has been dealing with for County buildings. He stated in their last meeting that the City came and gave a
presentation on the aquatic facility and they were short on their funding. Amber stated that the Commissioners did not tell
the City they would not help fund the project; they asked they go before the County Council with the request.
Commissioner Amber stated that he was disappointed when he read the paper about what the Mayor had to say in regard
to the matter. Commissioner Schrumpf presented a request to use County facilities to the Commissioners. The request was
from the Columbia City Fire Department for the Candy Giveaway on December 24, 2017 at the Courthouse from 6:00 to
8:00 PM. Commissioner Amber made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Western and passed with a 3/0 vote.
Commissioner Schrumpf at this time asked the public for any questions or comments. There were individuals from the
public concerned about why the Commissioners still did not approve the Sheriff to dispatch the Lutheran EMS for South
Whitley. Commissioner Schrumpf stated that the Commissioners are open to meet with anyone from the public in regard
to the matter and explain their reasons. The County is under contract with Parkview for five years and the Commissioners
are more than willing to share their reasoning. President of Whitley Water Matters, John O’Connell, spoke on behalf of
the Whitley Water Matters organization that started in April in response to large scale farming moving into the northern
part of the County. He publicly stated that Whitley Water Matters is opposed to the Commissioners unanimous vote for
the AGP zoning of the Lopez farm. They believe that it is precedent setting and they do not believe that enough research
has gone into AGP zoning. Mr. O’Connell stated that they are concerned with how close farms are getting to the
residential areas and lakes. He asked the Commissioners to not approve any future AGP zoning until the steering
committee, which is not yet formed, reviews the comprehensive plan and creates ordinances that fit all members of
Whitley County. The Commissioners thanked Mr. O’Connell for his time.
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