Whitley County Board of Health
October 23, 2025
4th Quarter Meeting Minutes
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Michael Mawhorter, DVM, Chairman; Robert Sausaman, R. Ph.; Grace Lotter MS; David Lieb, MD; Russell Gilliom, DDS; Carrie Crawford MSN, RN and Amy Sadler, MD 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Mark Burkett, DO Health Officer; Traci Little, April Waugh, RN; Scott Wagner, Heather Reid, RN; Danielle Henderson, Darcy Hoopingarner, NP, and Laura Weigold
CALL TO ORDER: Michael Mawhorter, Chairman of the Health Board called the meeting to order at 7:00AM.
REVIEW OF MINUTES OF  3rd QUARTER 2025 BOARD MEETING: The minutes were approved as written with Russell Gilliom approving them and Amy Sadler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Scott informed the Health Board that we will have carryover from the 2025 Health First Indiana funds.  Next year we are planning to be working with five partners to meet the HFI key performance outcomes. The partners include two schools, Hope Center, BABE and the Multi Co. Free Clinic.
Grace Lotter asked about the carryover funds, because most state grants require return of any unused funds.  Scott explained that the Health First Indiana money is a taxpayer funded, rather than a grant.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
Reports:
Dr. Mark Burkett, Health Officer, reported that Scott has been very busy working on the 2026 HFI budget.  The process involved meeting the needs of partners and the balance of meeting Key Performance Outcomes from the state.   Last year the Bowen Center was forced to withdrawal from the partnership as the outcomes under smoking sensation that they were planning to meet were withdrawn by legislation.   This resulted in Bowen Center returning funds to the health department and the carryover of HFI funds to 2026 budget.
Dr. Burkett stated that the staff continues to work hard to meet the Indiana First outcomes and is making great effort to pick up the short fall.
Michael Mawhorter took time to note the Scott Wagner will complete 29 years of service this week and thanked him for his dedication. 
Heather Reid, RN, Public Health Nurse reported that the number of active lead cases continues to remain high.  When asked why this has remained a problem in Whitley County. Heather stated that changes by the state in acceptable levels from 5 to 3.5 along with incorrect results from fingerstick test have contributed to the issue. One of the first things we do when reviewing a lead level case is to ask the parents to have a venous draw done to verify the findings.  
Heather was asked about the animal bite case in which one person is suing the owner of the animal for $100,000.00.  Heather reported that the bite injury was not out of the normal, but the individual is claiming that the animal had already been involved in a few other bite cases.  
Traci Little, Environmental Food Safety Inspections Officer, added to her report that Dollar Tree, Dollar General and Dunkin Donuts have all done recent remodels. 
April Waugh, RN, Immunization Nurse, reported that they will be returning to Blue River Apartments to provide flu shots this week.  And that they have scheduled a flu shot clinic in Churubusco.
 April also reported that she has been out this week participating in a Peer Recovery training which she will be using as she works with Work Release and the Jail Chemical Addition Program called JACP.
April continues to provide CPR and Cars Seat Safety training. 
Scott Wagner, Environmental Health Specialist, reported that he has been very busy with septic inspections.  The paperwork involved with the year-end of HFI reporting and the budget planning for next year’s funds have also been taking up a large amount of time.   
Scott reported that after dealings with the coroner this last quarter we have identified another area of concern in Whitley County.  We have seen an increase in the number of home deaths among older single men.  We have spoken to the senior center about creating a morning coffee program to help with isolation issues. 
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Scott invited the Health Board to the IDOH informational meeting next Thursday at 11:00AM in room C.
Danielle Henderson, Board Certified Lactation Consultant, reported that “The Circle” a twice a month prenatal and maternal support group, which meets at BABE is going well.
Danielle along with Darcy have been meeting with local health care providers to discuss resources within the county. They have provided each provider with a resource guide. 
Danielle has been busy teaching 4 nutrition classes at the hospital and the library on prenatal and postpartum nutrition as well as Boo to Table starting solids.
Daniell reported that she participated in two baby fairs one at the hospital and one at the library. 
August was World Breastfeeding Month. Danielle had a table at First Friday downtown and gave away several goodies. 
Darcy Hoopingagner, Community Health Nurse, reported that she will be working on grant writing next week.
She has been out providing resource guilds to the local health providers, and they have been very receptive to the information. 
Darcy reported that she has a BSN student, Krystal Krull, who is working with local retailers to provide information on early pregnancy care in Whitley County.  
Darcy reported that the American Heart Association will be providing a full-time local service member to continue working on promoting local heart health. 
The Health Department along with the leadership of Sonya Rubrake has launched Neighbor Link, which is a home maintenance neatwork. 
The Women’s Wellness program will be wrapping up next week.  Plans are already in place for next year. 
Laura Weigold, Vital Records, Registrar reported that the number of deaths remains consistent at an average of 22 deaths per month.  Prostate cancer was up.  There were two suicides and three car crashes this quarter.
Larua reported that there were two home births reported this quarter as well.

A motion was made by Grace Lotter to close the Whitley County Health Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Robert Sauceman. The motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENT: The next meeting will be held January 22, 2026, at 7:00AM in Room A&B of the County Government Center.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:30AM
Laura Weigold, Secretary
Whitley County Health Department Board



