WHITLEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
January 21, 2014
The Whitley County Commissioners met in regular session Monday, January 21, 2014 at 1:00pm in the Commissioner’s Room located on the first floor of the Whitley County Government Center. Commissioners in attendance were Chairman George Schrumpf, Vice Chair Don Amber and Tom Rethlake. Also in attendance were County Attorney Dan Sigler, Auditor Jennifer McGuire, County Coordinator- Pam Smith, Cathy Broxon-Ball, Laurell Hodges- County Treasurer and Katie Wagner – Busco News.
Chairman Schrumpf opened the meeting with the pledge.
IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY:  Attorney Sigler had reviewed the Contracts for the County Assessor, Rita Sauders, and found nothing wrong with the State modeled Contracts and that they meet with his approval for signature from the Commissioners.  Attorney Sigler reviewed the Sheriff’s Salary Contract and agreed it would take both Council and Commissioners  to prepare at budget time for the newly elected Sheriff in 2015 after elections.  The current Contract ends with the four year term of the candidate.  
IN THE MATTER OF ASSESSOR CONTRACTS: Commissioner Amber did not want to enter into the Contract based on the documentation presented without the County Assessor present.  because he still had questions on the way the Contracts read on the “vacant parcels’ and what additional costs would be incurred if the Contract was with Tyler Technologies instead of Accurate Assessments.  A motion to table a decision was made by Amber for lack of information, seconded by Rethlake and carried with a 3/0 vote.  
IN THE MATTER OF EMPG GRANT:  Cathy Broxon-Ball presented a Grant contract for the Commissioners to sign for additional monies under the Emergency Management Performance Grant Projects from Homeland security.  The amount of the Grant is $5179.77 and will be used for the CPU units, wireless connection and a mobile 3-1 printer.  A motion to allow signing the Grant was made by Rethlake, seconded by Amber and carried with a 3/0 vote.  Cathy gave an update on the FEMA assistance for Whitley County from the Snow Storm last week.  
At this time the meeting was recessed to hold a Board of Finance Meeting with the Whitley County Treasurer, Laurell Hodges.

The normal Commissioner meeting reconvened at 2pm.
IN THE MATTER OF MINUTES AND CLAIMS:  Minutes from the January 13, 2014 Commissioner’s meeting were reviewed, Rethlake made a motion to approve as presented, seconded by Amber and carried with a 3/0 vote.  The disbursements of claims for January 21, 2014 were reviewed by Commissioner Schrumpf. After discussion a motion to allow the claims was made by Amber seconded by Rethlake and carried with a 3/0 vote.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY COORDINATOR:  Pam Smith, County Coordinator, presented a Request to Use County Facilities form, from the Junior Achievement Car Show to be held Saturday, August 2, 2014 from 6am until 2pm around the Courthouse square.  Amber made a motion to allow for this annual event, seconded by Rethlake and carried with a 3/0 vote.  Pam also requested an extension on a Short Term for a County employee to now run through February 10, 2014.  This is requested by the employee’s physician and will require an additional $675.00 payout from Short Term Disability.  After discussion a motion to allow the extension was made by Rethlake, seconded by Amber and carried with a 3/0 vote.  Smith submitted a letter from a County employee requesting that the Commissioners amend the 2014 Holiday Calendar and allow Christmas Eve day December 24 as a Holiday.  After discussion by the Commissioners no changes will be made.
IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY POLICY CHANGES:  Policy 3.12.3 concerning the record keeping and payout of Comp hours was amended to lower the amount to be allowed to be accrued and the payout to follow the budgeted payroll calendar not the year end dates. A motion by Amber to allow the Policy change, seconded by Rethlake and carried with a 3/0 vote.  Policy 5.11 regarding payout of Business Travel for employees was amended to allow NO compensation for travel to and from an employee’s residence for any reason.  A motion to allow the Policy change was made by Amber, seconded by Rethlake and carried with a 3/0 vote.  Next Policy change was 5.5.2 regarding the downloading of any programs or personal files such as pic and videos on to County equipment.  A motion by Rethlake to allow the correction to the Policy, seconded by Amber and carried with a 3/0 vote.  And the last County Policy revision was to 3.13 regarding Emergency Closing and the payout to County employees both full-time and already scheduled part-time.  A motion by Amber to allow the language change, seconded by Rethlake and carried with a 3/0 vote.
IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSIONER UPDATES:  Commissioner Rethlake updated the Commissioners that all the rooms at the Community Corrections facility have the new  heating units installed and as of this morning the number of clients was eighty-seven.  A question arose from the latest Snow Storm on when the County declares the different Storm Levels does this include the actual incorporated areas of Churubusco, South Whitley and Larwill.  Mayor Daniels always works hand and hand with the County Commissioners when declaring emergencies but does the Town Council Chairmen need to be included in the decision so the entire County is covered. The Commissioners will make inquiries to the different town Councils and get their feedback.  The Joint Resolution is still being prepared to send to the State in regards to the Elimination of Personal Property taxes in Whitley County by the Legislation this year.  The Resolution will be numbered 2014-1 and a motion to allow the Resolution for signatures was made by Rethake, seconded by Amber and carried with a 3/0 vote.  Commissioner Schrumpf will be attending the Mayor/Commissioner Caucus tomorrow January 22, 2014.   The Veteran’s office will be moving to meeting room D on the second floor of the Government Center.  This will allow for more room for the department.  Auditor McGuire will look into getting the signs switched for the hallways.  
IN THE MATTER OF CEDIT FUNDING:  Chairman Schrumpf presented two additional requests from the Redevelopment Commission from the 2014 CEDIT Fund.  The first is a $2000 monthly charge from EDC for administration cost involving the County for a total of $24,000 annually.  And the second is for a commitment in the construction of an industrial road in Churubusco of $100,000 from On Site/Off Site for a three year period.  After discussion both requests were tabled until the next meeting for more review.  Chairman Schrumpf will find out what CEDIT funding is being given by Churubusco on the road project.   
IN OTHER BUSINESS:  Auditor McGuire reported the December Settlement was approved by the State Auditor’s office for 2013.  The 2013 Annual Report of Wages was presented to the Commissioners for review. Sheriff Hodges presented the December Vehicle Inventory report for comparison. Auditor McGuire has sent inquires to both Comcast and Mediacom to obtain coverage in Whitley County for the unincorporated areas regarding payment of Franchise Fees to the County.  Pam Smith presented the final 2014 Board appointments list.  
With no further input from the public, Chairman Schrumpf adjourned the meeting. 
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